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‘‘(II) part I of title X of the Elementary

and Secondary Education Act (20 U.S.C. 6301
et seq.); and

‘‘(ii) except as provided in subparagraph
(A) and clause (i), does not include activities
carried out under Federal programs pro-
viding education to children eligible to at-
tend elementary schools or secondary
schools, as defined in section 14101 of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 8801).

‘‘(d) ORGANIZATIONAL CHARACTER AND AU-
TONOMY.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A religious organization
that provides assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) shall have the
right to retain its autonomy from Federal,
State, and local governments, including such
organization’s control over the definition,
development, practice, and expression of its
religious beliefs.

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL SAFEGUARDS.—Neither the
Federal Government, nor a State or local
government with Federal funds, shall require
a religious organization, in order to be eligi-
ble to provide assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4), to—

‘‘(A) alter its form of internal governance
or provisions in its charter documents; or

‘‘(B) remove religious art, icons, scripture,
or other symbols, or to change its name, be-
cause such symbols or names are of a reli-
gious character.

‘‘(e) EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.—A religious
organization’s exemption provided under sec-
tion 702 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2000e–1) regarding employment prac-
tices shall not be affected by its participa-
tion in, or receipt of funds from, programs
described in subsection (c)(4), and any provi-
sion in such programs that is inconsistent
with or would diminish the exercise of an or-
ganization’s autonomy recognized in section
702 or in this section shall have no effect.
Nothing in this section alters the duty of a
religious organization to comply with the
nondiscrimination provisions of title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 in the use of
funds from programs described in subsection
(c)(4).

‘‘(f) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in
this section shall alter the duty of a reli-
gious organization receiving assistance or
providing services under any program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) to comply with
the nondiscrimination provisions in title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d
et seq.) (prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of race, color, and national origin),
title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681–1688) (prohibiting dis-
crimination in education programs or activi-
ties on the basis of sex and visual impair-
ment), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794) (prohibiting discrimina-
tion against otherwise qualified disabled in-
dividuals), and the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101–6107) (prohibiting dis-
crimination on the basis of age).

‘‘(g) RIGHTS OF BENEFICIARIES OF ASSIST-
ANCE.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an individual de-
scribed in paragraph (3) has an objection to
the religious character of the organization
from which the individual receives, or would
receive, assistance funded under any pro-
gram described in subsection (c)(4), the ap-
propriate Federal, State, or local govern-
mental entity shall provide to such indi-
vidual (if otherwise eligible for such assist-
ance) within a reasonable period of time
after the date of such objection, assistance
that—

‘‘(A) is an alternative that is accessible to
the individual and unobjectionable to the in-
dividual on religious grounds; and

‘‘(B) has a value that is not less than the
value of the assistance that the individual
would have received from such organization.

‘‘(2) NOTICE.—The appropriate Federal,
State, or local governmental entity shall
guarantee that notice is provided to the indi-
viduals described in paragraph (3) of the
rights of such individuals under this section.

‘‘(3) INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An individual
described in this paragraph is an individual
who receives or applies for assistance under
a program described in subsection (c)(4).

‘‘(h) NONDISCRIMINATION AGAINST BENE-
FICIARIES.—

‘‘(1) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—A religious organization providing
assistance through a grant or cooperative
agreement under a program described in sub-
section (c)(4) shall not discriminate in car-
rying out the program against an individual
described in subsection (g)(3) on the basis of
religion, a religious belief, or a refusal to
hold a religious belief.

‘‘(2) INDIRECT FORMS OF ASSISTANCE.—A re-
ligious organization providing assistance
through a voucher, certificate, or other form
of indirect assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) shall not deny an
individual described in subsection (g)(3) ad-
mission into such program on the basis of re-
ligion, a religious belief, or a refusal to hold
a religious belief.

‘‘(i) ACCOUNTABILITY.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraphs (2) and (3), a religious organiza-
tion providing assistance under any program
described in subsection (c)(4) shall be subject
to the same regulations as other nongovern-
mental organizations to account in accord
with generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples for the use of such funds and its per-
formance of such programs.

‘‘(2) LIMITED AUDIT.—
‘‘(A) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-

MENTS.—A religious organization providing
assistance through a grant or cooperative
agreement under a program described in sub-
section (c)(4) shall segregate government
funds provided under such program into a
separate account or accounts. Only the sepa-
rate accounts consisting of funds from the
government shall be subject to audit by the
government.

‘‘(B) INDIRECT FORMS OF ASSISTANCE.—A re-
ligious organization providing assistance
through a voucher, certificate, or other form
of indirect assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) may segregate
government funds provided under such pro-
gram into a separate account or accounts. If
such funds are so segregated, then only the
separate accounts consisting of funds from
the government shall be subject to audit by
the government.

‘‘(3) SELF AUDIT.—A religious organization
providing services under any program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) shall conduct an-
nually a self audit for compliance with its
duties under this section and submit a copy
of the self audit to the appropriate Federal,
State, or local government agency, along
with a plan to timely correct variances, if
any, identified in the self audit.

‘‘(j) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF FUNDS; VOLUN-
TARINESS.—No funds provided through a
grant or cooperative agreement to a reli-
gious organization to provide assistance
under any program described in subsection
(c)(4) shall be expended for sectarian instruc-
tion, worship, or proselytization. If the reli-
gious organization offers such an activity, it
shall be voluntary for the individuals receiv-
ing services and offered separate from the
program funded under subsection (c)(4). A
certificate shall be separately signed by reli-
gious organizations, and filed with the gov-
ernment agency that disburses the funds,
certifying that the organization is aware of
and will comply with this subsection.

‘‘(k) EFFECT ON STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS.—
If a State or local government contributes

State or local funds to carry out a program
described in subsection (c)(4), the State or
local government may segregate the State or
local funds from the Federal funds provided
to carry out the program or may commingle
the State or local funds with the Federal
funds. If the State or local government com-
mingles the State or local funds, the provi-
sions of this section shall apply to the com-
mingled funds in the same manner, and to
the same extent, as the provisions apply to
the Federal funds.

‘‘(l) INDIRECT ASSISTANCE.—When con-
sistent with the purpose of a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4), the Secretary of
the department administering the program
may direct the disbursement of some or all
of the funds, if determined by the Secretary
to be feasible and efficient, in the form of in-
direct assistance. For purposes of this sec-
tion, ‘indirect assistance’ constitutes assist-
ance in which an organization receiving
funds through a voucher, certificate, or
other form of disbursement under this sec-
tion receives such funding only as a result of
the private choices of individual bene-
ficiaries and no government endorsement of
any particular religion, or of religion gen-
erally, occurs.

‘‘(m) TREATMENT OF INTERMEDIATE
GRANTORS.—If a nongovernmental organiza-
tion (referred to in this subsection as an ‘in-
termediate grantor’), acting under a grant or
other agreement with the Federal Govern-
ment, or a State or local government with
Federal funds, is given the authority under
the agreement to select nongovernmental or-
ganizations to provide assistance under the
programs described in subsection (c)(4), the
intermediate grantor shall have the same du-
ties under this section as the government
when selecting or otherwise dealing with
subgrantors, but the intermediate grantor, if
it is a religious organization, shall retain all
other rights of a religious organization under
this section.

‘‘(n) COMPLIANCE.—A party alleging that
the rights of the party under this section
have been violated by a State or local gov-
ernment may bring a civil action for injunc-
tive relief pursuant to section 1979 against
the State official or local government agen-
cy that has allegedly committed such viola-
tion. A party alleging that the rights of the
party under this section have been violated
by the Federal Government may bring a civil
action for injunctive relief in Federal dis-
trict court against the official or govern-
ment agency that has allegedly committed
such violation.

‘‘(o) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
FOR SMALL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts made
available to carry out the purposes of the Of-
fice of Justice Programs (including any com-
ponent or unit thereof, including the Office
of Community Oriented Policing Services),
funds are authorized to provide training and
technical assistance, directly or through
grants or other arrangements, in procedures
relating to potential application and partici-
pation in programs identified in subsection
(c)(4) to small nongovernmental organiza-
tions, as determined by the Attorney Gen-
eral, including religious organizations, in an
amount not to exceed $50 million annually.

‘‘(2) TYPES OF ASSISTANCE.—Such assist-
ance may include—

‘‘(A) assistance and information relative to
creating an organization described in section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to operate identified programs;

‘‘(B) granting writing assistance which
may include workshops and reasonable guid-
ance;

‘‘(C) information and referrals to other
nongovernmental organizations that provide
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